The Cleft, Your Niche

Have you ever thought about what niche in life you'd like to arrive at? Or have you
given thought to carving out a particular little niche for yourself, one that would fit you
perfectly? Or conversely, might you consider your life as intrinsically aimless, rather like
a piece of bark floating on a lake, without purpose, without power, without its own
destiny?

| did a word study on the word Cleft. One of the definitions was that of a niche. Looking
up niche led me to this wonderful phrase: a nest, a place of rest, retreat, or lodging. So
if we just extract the synonyms describing a cleft, here is what we have: Cleft. Niche.
Nest. a place of rest.

Cleft. Niche. Perfect fit. Fulfillment. Completion. Satisfaction. Home. Rest.

My, my, that sounds good. But what does a cleft have to do with any of this?
Everything! A cleft is defined further as a crack, crevice, or fissure. A cleft is something
split open, most often a rock. A cleft can lie horizontally or vertically. Depending on the
strata of the rock in which it exists, it could lie on an angle. Have you ever seen one?
Here’s a picture of one:




In His wisdom, our Heavenly Father has used “clefts” either in the real world or in visions to
speak to us about His Son several times. Along with the picture that generates in us, he has also
spoken of a stairway that also refers to His Son. Both of these pictures refer to Jesus and the
position He calls us to. Just read and digest some of this.

In Genesis 28:12. He (Jacob) had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on
the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending
and descending on it.

In Exodus 33:18 Then Moses said, "Now show me your glory."

.....21 Then the LORD said, "There is a place near me where you may stand on a
rock.

22 When my glory passes by, / will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you
with my hand until | have passed by.

23 Then | will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be
seen."

In the Song of Solomon 2:14
My dove in the clefts of the rock,
in the hiding places on the mountainside,
literally means (in the secret place of the stairs)
show me your face,
let me hear your voice;
for your voice is sweet,
and your face is lovely.

In John 1:51 Jesus reveals that He Himself is the ladder that reaches from earth to
heaven. He told Nathaniel.....You shall see heaven opened, and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”

Now this is what I'm chewing on in great wonder. | put these two pictures together
(notice God does that Himself in the Song of Solomon) which are in reality two
complementing descriptions of the ministry of Jesus and our place and position in Him
together and am simply astonished.

Track with me here. First, Jacob sees this stairway in a dream. It was a stairway
that connected heaven to earth and earth to heaven. That stairway did something
that no mortal man could ever do. It brought heaven down to earth. Today we



know that that stairway is Jesus Himself, God enfleshed. How do we know that?
Because Jesus told Nathaniel

You shall see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending
upon the Son of Man.” John 1:51

Secondly, Moses really wants to be closer to God than he already was. He presses
God saying, “I REALLY want to see Your glory.” God responds, “You can’t. It would kill
you, Moses, (because | am all light, and where | shine in unabated glory, | destroy all
darkness. You've got darkness in you, so if | show myself to you, I'll kill you.)

But God did this for Moses. He sent him up HIGH upon a mountain the next
morning, where He had prepared a special rock for Moses. It was a rock that God
Himself had split open. It had a cleft in it; it had a Moses-size niche in it which
would fit Moses exactly. God told Moses that if he (Moses) would come to Him,
He would take Moses and HIDE HIM in the cleft of that rock. Then he would put His
own hand (God must have really big hands!) over Moses, and SHIELD him, SHELTER
him, while He passed in front of Moses in all of His own glory. It was only well after God
had passed completely by him that He took away His hand, thus allowing Moses to see
the back side (train) of His glory.

Finally, we have this wonderful invitation from the Song of Solomon in which the King
says to the Shullamite maiden, (representing the Lord saying to us)

My dove in the clefts of the rock,
in the hiding places on the mountainside,
(in the secret place of the stairs)
show me your face,
let me hear your voice;
for your voice is sweet,
and your face is lovely. Song of Solomon 2:14

So how does this all fit together? In the most wonderful of ways. The cleft of the rock,
that specific split God made in the rock so as to save Moses, was a type of our
Redeemer, Jesus, who is the Rock of our salvation. Jesus is the Rock that was cleft for
us, who was split for us. Just think of this: when the Roman soldier took his spear and
stabbed Jesus in the chest, His side, His heart of love for us was split wide open. It was
at that very moment, that He made a place for us to hide, a place for us to be saved, a
place for us to rest; that place is IN Him, IN Christ! And that is not all!



He told Nathaniel that He Himself was the stairway that brought down heaven to earth.
When we surrender ourselves to Him, He places us on the stairway, or as God puts it in
the Song of Songs, he places us “in the secret place of the stairs.

Does it not make ever more sense to us to ponder Paul saying, “I have died, and my life
is now hidden with Christ in God.”

Oh happy blessed ones we are! Oh how great is the love of our God, that He would
split His own heart wide open, so we could have a hiding place in Him! The longer |
walk with Him, the deeper is my appreciation for the reality that | REALLY AM IN
CHRIST! He has placed me there.

And if you are His, you are there also. You are in the most perfect niche, the most
perfect place in the world. You are literally IN CHRIST! You know, it makes a lot of
Scripture much more understandable when you get a grasp on this truth. To give just
one example, doesn’t it make more sense to you that “now we have the mind of Christ.”
Of course | will, as | reckon my old man dead, my new man alive to God and hidden in
the Cleft, in the secret place of the stairs.

May | suggest you ruminate over these Scriptures for awhile and talk to the Lord about
where you are in HIS EYES, and if necessary, where and how you’ve been living. Is it
any wonder that we are often stressed in trying to live our Christian lives, especially if
we try to keep one foot inside the Cleft of the Rock, and the other on a path of our own
flesh, a nice one, but nonetheless, one of our own making?

Father, today, | am in awe of Your total devotion to me. You have loved me with a love
so beyond anything | could ever deserve or earn. Your mercy simply exceeds any effort
to describe it. Today, | say to you, precious Father, | love the Niche You carved out for
me. | make the decision to right now, Papa (Abba), to climb in completely into You —
and to rest there. Thank you, my Beloved Rock. | worship You.

| sing to You, Father, from my heart. | sing to you, oh Divine Rock.



Rock of Ages
cleft for me
Let me hide
myself in Thee
Let the water
and the blood
From Thy
wounded side
which flowed -
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double cure
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